CAPTATIN ROBERT E, BAS
CIVIL ENGINEER CORPS, U, 5, NAVY, RETIRED

v Robort Edward Bassler was born in Brooklyn, New York, on Janu-
ary 21, 1893, son of John and Salome Becherick Bassler, He was
graduated from Manual Training High School in Brooklyn in 1911, and
after working for a year and a half won a state scholarship to Cor-
nell University, from which he was graduated with the degree of o
Civil Engineer in 1917. At college he was s member of the Freshman
Track Team, played inter-college soccer and belanged to the Corndll
Engineering Society.

He was appointcd Lieutenant (jg) in the Civil Engineer Corps
of the U, 38, Navy on August 30, 1921, the result of competitive.
examination, after completing four years' service as a civilian
employee (Acronautical Engineer) in the Aviation Scction, and later
the Contract Section, of the Bureau of Construction and Repair, He -
subsequently advanced to the rank of Captain in June 1943, to date
from.June 20, 1942, and was transferred to the Retired List of the
U. 8, Navy, in that rank, on June 30, 1952,

Captain Bassler's assignment to the Bureau of Congtruction and
Repair, first in the Aviation Contracts Section, later in charge of
the Technical Information Section, following World War I, resulted
in the invention of an aircraft arresting device which was patented
by the Navy Department in his name, # 1,502,653, issued July 29,
1924, When the Bureau of Aeronautics wau ectablished in 1921, he
entered the Corps of Engineers and wvas immediately assigned to the
Bureau of Yards and Docks In October 1923, he was transferred to
the New York Navy Yard, Brooklyn, New York, where he served a8
Transportation Buperintendent until May 1926.‘ '

He next served as Public Works Officer at the Naval Station,
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and from August 1928 until June 1932, was lo-
cated at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, first as Power Superintendent
at the Navy Yard, and the last three years, as Plant Superintendent
ot the Naval Aircraft Factory. He then had consecutive service as
Public Works Officer at the Fleet Air Base, Balboa, Canal Zone, and
the Submarine Base, New London, Connecticut. He returned to the - .
Philadelphla Navy Yard on July 1, 1939, for duty as Assistant Public
Works Officer and Maintenance Supserintendent, and in December of :
the same year, was assigned to the Fourth Naval District for con-
tract work and preparation of war plans,

At the outbreak of World War II, he was serving as Publie
Works Officer of the Naval Operating Base, Newport, Rhode Island,
and on January 26, 1942, reported to the Navy Yard, Norfolk, Vir-
ginla, for duty as Contract Superintendent, In June of the same
year, he was ssent to Argentia, Newfoundland, to serve as Public
Works Officer and as Officer in Charge of Construction. After a
year there, he returned to the Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, for duty as Officer in Charge of the Civlil Engineer Corps
Officers'! Indoctrination School, and later had similar service at









